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RETOOLED
SHAPING OUR FATHERING FROM THE INSIDE QUT

(22) “ But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives, he will produce
this kind of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, (23) gentleness, and self-control. Here there is no conflict
with thelaw.” Galatians5: 22-23 (Living Bible)

“ A man ought to live so that everybody knows he is a Christian...
and most of all, his family ought to know.” - Dwight L. Moody
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to my Life

hen | became afather at age thirty-threel felt like Neil Armstrong

stepping onto thelunar surfacefor thefirst time. That’sonesmall step
for man, and onegiant, humongous, scary leap into the unknown. How could
eight pounds, six ouncesfeel so heavy?My firstborn son set off achain of
eventsthat altered my lifeforever and | felt theweight of responsibility press
hard on my chest. Theman | wasat that moment needed to change, and God
would usefatherhood to do thework. Six morechildren later and guesswhois
till awork in progress?

“ For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should
walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10 NKJV

Isn’t that great, we' reareal piece of work! Thereisaprepared path to
walk on, ajourney of relational growth beginningwiththeFather. Itismy hope
that asyou read thisbook, you will discover the power rel eased intheretool -
ing of the Holy Spirit. | believewhenweretool, that energy enablesusto be
thefatherswe alwayshoped to be. The good works on thisjourney include
loving our familieslikethey need to beloved, enriching the soil of our children
and caringfor thefidldsof our marriage. Bearing fruitisal about cultivating our
landscape, nurturing growthinal thelivesaround us.

Hmmm...isn'tfruit dsoaresult of usingatool, thewholefruit of our labor
deal? (In my case, that means my father in-law’slabor, more about that in
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chapter one) Yes, and yet thereis so much moreto add to thisthought. Fruits
arenourishment for our bodies, instruments (tools) of growthand health. They
are, of course, thenatural result of proper growth. WhentheHoly Spiritisin
control of our livesHe hasthat “homerepair” effect onus. Weareremodeled
fromtheinsdeout, retooled to belike Him.

Webster definesretooled thisway:

1. Tofit out (afactory, for example) with anew set of machinery and
toolsfor making adifferent product.

2. Torevise and reorgani ze, especially for the purpose of updating or
improving

You know, | likethisdefinition. The Father usesthe Holy Spirit towork
continuously in my life. Retooling me on anew assembly linewith the ex-
pressed purpose of making anew product...anew me, refitted with an up-
dated and improved character. Now, the Holy Spirit definesretooled by the
fruit that He producesin usand that definitionisin thebook of Galatians.

“ But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives, hewill produce
thiskind of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, (23) gentleness, and self-control. Here
thereis no conflict with the law.” Galatians 5: 22-23
TheLiving Bible

Throughthisinner retooling the Father’ scharacter, Hisgoodness, strength,
compassion and staying power ischanging us. Soundslikean extreme home
makeover to me, acompletetransformation fromtheinsdeout! Father Godis
looking for dadswho sacrifice, who are disciplined, and who arewilling to
follow hard onthejourney with Him. Thisisan expedition of emptying onesdlf,
resulting in transformation (to Christ’simage) on the way. The best thing
about thisjourney...the Heavenly Father initiatesand fuelsthisdiscipleship
adventure!

“ God isfaithful; by Himyou were called into companionship
and participation with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”
1 Corinthians 1: 9
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God hastransformed our landscape (I’ 1l explain moreabout thisconcept
inthe chaptersahead) through His Son, strategically planning for our salvation.
Hedeposited Himsdlf right in the mainstream of humanity, desiring deeprela-
tionship with Hiscreation. Through this powerful covenant He awakenspur-
poses, plansand releases His power in us. That power to help transform lives
isreleased (1 believe) through fathering.

Oneof theMessiah'stitlesis“ The everlasting Father.” (Isaiah 9:6) He
model ed fathering throughout His ministry. Remember those twelve guyshe
hung out with? He mentored, heled, he devel oped, hetaught, he coached, he
befriended, heinfluenced, he encouraged, and heimpacted! That wasfather-
ing at itsbest and it changed the discipl€ sview ontheir landscapeforever. It
prepared them for the release of Holy Spirit power through their lives. For us
it'sno different, seeing our landscape through God’s eyes, we gain aspecia
perspective. That’sanew retooled outlook, hel ping usdiscover and decide
how best to lead our families. Thefathering releasein usa so addsup to some
genuinefruit bearing, making usmorelikeHim.

“Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit; and so
shall yebe my disciples’ John 15:8

| wrote thisbook to encourage men on their journey asfathers, but more
thana“how to” book, it'saninvitation to adeeper relationship with Father
God. That crucid connectionisthefuel that drivestheway weloveour family
andtheworldwewak ineveryday. Cultivating alifethat mirrorsthe Father’s
loverequirestheHoly Spirit towork onusfromtheinsdeout. TheFruit of the
Spirit is essential to our success as fathers and the mission we're on. The
componentsof that misson arediscipleship and restoration; both depend heavily
onour commitment.

That commitment zoneiswherewe' re attacked daily. Pulled, tempted,
distracted, theenemy’sstrategy, purposed to throw usoff stride, iseffectivein
many men’slives. It takeswalking inlove, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control to combat those effects.
Against such powerful life changing fruit thereisno law and nothing that can
sandagainst it.
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TometheFruit of the Spirit aredisciplinesnot only theresult of right living
in Christ. Thesedisciplinesare part of apersonal spiritual workout program
designed by the Father, engaging us, entreating usto belike Him. Much more
than strict adherencetoalist of rules, it'smorethan an application of truth and
it'smorethan practice. Thisisan“insdejob” that’sdone by the Spirit of God
workinginus.

For us, thediscipline part isour willingnessand our cooperationwiththat
plan to change usfrom theinside out. Thisisthejourney offered, to follow
Christ and be changed men, the choiceisawaysours. Not merely trying to be
loving, joyful, peaceful, patient, kind, good, faithful, gentleand sdlf-controlled
... but dlowing theretooling that fue sthetransformation that rel easesthat fruit
inour lives. Thebenefit of such disciplineincreasesthe hedlth of every relaion-
shipwehave.

Throughout RETOOLED | also talk about sonship...alot! You may be
thinking what connection coul d there be between sonship, the Fruit of the Spirit
andfathering. | believethereare powerful connectionsbetween adl three. You
and | were called to be the hushands our wives need and the fathers our chil-
dren need. The same calling definesthe man we areto befor our brothersin
thefaith. Most of al, wearecalledto beHissons. That callingisareational
union of purpose, freedomand mission.

Our faithisessentia tothismission; it’sthekey ingredient for itssuccess.
Knowing and connecting with the Father daily ishugein keeping themission
ontarget. That relational power trandlatesto great miracleshappening in our
lives. Inmy eyes, thereisno greater miraclethan having your childrenfollow
Christ with all they have. Homeisthe place where discipleship startsand the
wordsin Deuteronomy 6 speak volumes.

“ These words, which | am commanding you today, shall be on
your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your sons and
shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you
walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise
up.” Deuteronomy 6:6-7
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Brothers, adiscipleship planwithinafamily beginswiththefather, with
theword of God aready on our own hearts. We cannot impartinto our children's
heartswhat isnot already deepin ours. Every moment of family lifecanbean
opportunity to proclaim God's goodness; leading them to astrong lovefor
God. I’'mnot talking about family devotionsbut afamily devotiond flavor that
flowsintotheir lives. Discipleshipiswrapping prayer, worship and the Scrip-
turesaround every avenueof family life.

Sonship retoolingisacommissioning by theHoly Spirit, filling and anoint-
ing usfor themission of leading our families. Thereisgreat adventure ahead,
but real men are not merely thrill seekers, who arejustinit for theride. No,
they are sons, whose masculinity isundergoing arefit from theinside out to
look morelike Jesus. Thereisenough challengeinthat transformation doneto
last alifetime. Thistransformation upsets our status quo and hopefully wakes
usup to beabout our Father’sbusiness! Thereisthisancient prayer credited
to Sir FrancisDrake, it isone of my favoritesand agreat onefor fathersto
meditate on.

Disturbus, Lord, whenwearetoowell pleased with ourselves;
when our dreams have cometrue becausewedreamed toolittle;
whenwearrive safely because we sailed too closeto the shore.
Disturb us, Lord, when with the abundance of thingswe possess
wehavelost our thirst for theWatersof Life;

having falleninlovewithlife, wehave ceased to dream of eternity;
andinour effortsto build anew earth,

we have dlowed our vision of thenew heaventodim.

Disturb us, Lord, todaremoreboldly -

to venture on wider seaswhere stormswill show your mastery;
wherelosing sight of land, we shall find the stars.

We ask you push back the horizons of our hopes,

andto push usinthefuturewith strength, courage, hope and love. Amen.
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I’mglad that God loves us enough to disturb our lumber and our com-
fort. Following Himiseverything; the path ahead isdaring and life changing.
Thisjourney chalengesusasproviders, intheway welead, and themanner in
whichwecarefor our loved ones. It probesand testsusdaily asmen of action
and asmen of faith. Along theway surrender, submission and sacrifice shape
us. It saccepting that “ Hiswaysare not our ways’ and understanding that God
knowswhat isbest for our lives. Read these Scripturesfrom Psalm 37: 3-9

“Trustinthe LORD, and do good; Dwell intheland, and feed on His
faithfulness.(4) Delight yourself also inthe LORD, And He shall give you
thedesiresof your heart. (5) Commit your way tothe LORD, Trust alsoin
Him, And He shall bring it to pass. (6) He shall bring forth your righ-
teousness as the light, And your justice as the noonday. (7) Rest in the
LORD, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of himwho pros-
persin hisway, Because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass.
(8) Cease from anger, and forsake wrath; Do not fret—it only causes
harm. (9) For evildoersshall be cut off; But those who wait onthe LORD,
They shall inherit the earth.”

Hereiswhat | think when | read these Scriptures.
e Whenl trustinHimit disturbsmy faithtorise up.

* When | delight in Him, it disturbs my heart to fall deeper in love
withHim.

e When | commit my way to Him, it disturbs my direction and |
find my way.

e Whenl restinHim, it disturbsmy strifeand | find peace.

* When| ceasefromanger, it disturbsmy resentment and | forgive.

e When | wait on Him, it disturbs my restlessness and | linger
inHispresence.

Trust, Delight, Commit, Rest, Cease, Wait, and inthemiddle, heshdl! In
the middle of everything we go through, inthe middle of every aspect of our
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life...He shall be with us. He shall bring us to the place where we are
free...Father God will finished usoff!

“ And | am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you

will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”

Philippians1:6

Deepingdeusisayearning for adeeper relationship withthe Father. We
cantry topushit asideor ignoreit but thelonging will never besilentinour
souls. The power in God'slovewill undo us; it will unravel our Snful natureand
turnusinside out. If wefollow, if we seek, if wehunger and thirst after the
Father’sKingdom, wewill be changed men.

“ And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the
Lord and may please himin every way: bearing fruit in every good work,
growing in the knowledge of God.” Colossians 1:10

Retooled for His Servicel
Jay Cookingham
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“ And he said some day | hope you get the chance, to live like
you were dying.” — Country song by Tim McGraw

“Do not let any part of your body become a tool of wicked-
ness, to be used for sinning. Instead, give yourselves
completely to God since you have been given new life. And
use your whole body as a tool to do what isright for the glory
of God.” Romans 6:13

“It is not enough for man to simply to recover right ideas
about God, or to obey hiswill in theisolated actions of his
life. No, man must be refashioned as a living whole in the
image of God. His whole form, body, soul, and spirit, must
once more bear that image on earth.” — Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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CHAPTER 1

Live Like You Were Dying

Your Calling

“For you have not received the spirit of bondage again to
fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption by which we
cry, Abba, Father!” Romans 8:15

he calling to be dad is an awesome one and make no mistake, itisa

cdling. Thiscal toissmply following theexampleof Father God fleshed
outinthelifeof Jesus. The power of thiscalingisborninthespirit of adoption,
the extreme makeover of peopleinto sonsand daughters. Theflow of theHoly
Spirit through our livesisessentia, not just asfathersof course, but asfollow-
ersof Christ. Theloveof God, the example of Jesusand the power of the Holy
Spirit arethebuilding blocksfor astrong father.

Itishereour journey beginsbut it doesrequire an unusual first eptobe
amoreeffectivedad and agreater influenceondl thoseinyour care. Thisone
sepisapowerful, revolutionary difference maker. It will set you onachaleng-
ing course; and begin ajourney of unbelievable adventure. It will changeyour
lifeinwaysthat perhaps, you did not think possible.

What to know the onething, the one step?Well, here' sascenefrom one
of my favorite Bond moviesthat might giveyou ahint to the answer. Inthe
movie Goldfinger thissmall exchange takes place between Bond, super-cool
spy guy, who istied to atable, and the bad guy pointing anasty laser device
towards007.

19
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Bond: Do you expect metotalk?
Goldfinger: No, Mr. Bond, | expect youtodie!

That'sit, that’sthe one step. Lao Tzu, oncesaid, “ A journey of athou-
sand milesmust beginwithasinglestep. “ | say it beginswith, “ Arewethere
yet?’, at least, when it concernsthefamily vacation! When wetak about the
journey with God, the Father doesexpect the“old self” todietodlow red life
(His) toemergeinal wedo. Thewonderful gift of Savation guaranteesanew
lifefromalost one. He statesit over and over throughout the Word.

“1 have been crucified with Christ; and it isno longer | that
live, but Christ living in me: and that life which | now live in
the flesh | livein faith, the faith which isin the Son of God,

who loved me, and gave himself up for me.” Galatians 2:20

“ For you died, and your life has been hidden with Christ in
God.” Colossians 3:3

“1 beseech you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God to
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, pleasing to God,
which isyour reasonable service.” Romans12:1

TheNew Testamentisfull of “new life” ingructionthat involvesliving like
you weredying moments. Theprocessof dyingto self isthedeep purging of dl
the barriersthat block our growth as Christ followers. Thisspiritual power
wash enables usto discover more about ourselves, and not just our weak-
nessesand our strengths. It givesusinsight to ssewhowereally are. Allowing
thisHoly Spirit retooling frees usto see the man we can becomein Him. So
what doesdyingto self look like?1 believeit lookslike Christ who modeled
sdflesslivingfaithfully. If Jesushad amotto for thisretooling lifestyle, | think it
would bethefollowing.

“ Greater love hath no man than this; that a man lay down
hislifefor hisfriends.” John 15:13

Dyingto Self = New Way to BeHuman

Therearemany “voices’ trying to describe our humanness, and thekind
of man we need to be. Society always has an opinion and the media (TV,
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movies, books, music) shoutsat uswith al kindsof imagesit wouldlovefor us
tofollow. Theeducational system hasitsownideawhat human beingsshould
belike; even the church hasafew ideasto throw into the mix. Theloudest
voicemay beour past. The mistakesor choiceswe have made; all competing
for thefina stamp on our humanness. All of thesevoices conflict with God's
definition and description of how Hewisheshumansto be.

Being human wearies me sometimes. | grow sotired of my own human
nature and hearing otherssay, “Well, I’m only human.” It seemslikeasad
condition, thishumanness, and coping with it ssemspointlessat times. Infact,
dealing with my humanity ismuch like eating aba oney sandwich. Exciting?|
don’t think so. Filling maybe, but not fulfilling at all. Therearedayswhen| try
tolivebeyond thedreary bal oney sandwich mentality. | havewishesof making
adifferenceintheworld, of leaving my mark on society. Dayswhen | want to
“lay my lifedown”. That' swhen my humanity strikesagain and thecompulsive
disordersof sdfishlivingtakecontrol. Inthisstate, eyesand earsquickly close
to theneedsof others. My own version of humanity was suffering from some-
thing | couldn’t indentify, that is, until Coach Riley cameto town.

When Pat Riley took over ascoach of theNew York Knicksin 1991, he
said their poor team play was because of a disease they all had. To coach
Riley, the player’ steam focuswasfar lesscompared to the attention they paid
totheir own stats, playing timeand salary. He called it “ the disease of me.”
After watching the press conference, it became obviousto methat | wasa
carrier of that same sickness; too much “me-ness’ isasure symptom. Isthis
what God created humansto belike, totally me-centered?No, | believethere
isanew way to be human.

“Then God said, “ Let us make man in our image, in our
likeness...” Genesis1:26

God created humanity in Hisimage and stamped Hislikenesson us. We
can share Hischaracter, Hiscreativenessand vision. Seeing like God raises
our awareness, and our spiritual eyesopen to all sortsof new possibilities.
Think about it, what would happen if we started |ooking at one another like
God seesus? I maginewhat would happen if we saw the poor, the needy, the
unwanted like God seesthem?Wewould see peoplefar differently...eventhe
person you seeinthemirror each morning. You seeit’sbecause of Jesuswe
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look different, because of Hisdeath and resurrection. When Father God looks
at us, He seestheindividual He created, seeing past our sinto the person He
created usto be. We can sharethat samewonderful vision; wejust need our
eyesopened.

Open my eyes so that | may behold wondrous things.
Psalm 119:18

Itisthrough Jesuswe have the best example of anew way to be human.
He looked into people’s eyes and saw the image of God reflected on their
faces. WhileHewaked thisEarth, Jesus poured Hislove through Hishuman-
ness, through Hisflesh. Hewasloveinaskin suit. I’ m glad; humanity needed
that love, that perfect example of anew way to be human. Throughit, Jesus
redirectsour vision towardsthe Father and Hisviewpoint. What does God
see? How does God see? These become questionsthat empower our imagi-
nation, givinginsight to the heart of God. When wedo, that’swhen thewon-
drousthingsappear. Our own humanity looksdifferent, neighborslook differ-
ent and moreimportantly, the peoplewe see asour neighbor changes.

“For all the Law isfulfilled in one word, even in this, “ You
shall love your neighbor asyourself.” Galatians 5:14

To seethrough new human eyeswill surprise usbecausearetooled, new
way to be human outlook hasaheavenly spin onit. The ordinary, the status
quo, theroutine, aDivinedefinition of who wearedisruptsthemal, fillingmy
every nook and cranny of my lifewith God's purpose. That purposeiscen-
tered on lifewith the Father becausethat’sthelifethat worksfor our families
andus.

Thisnew way to behumanisall about knowing the Father and pursuinga
deeper relationship with Him. Thispursuit ignites our spirit and we become
fully diveand set freetolovelike Him. Life experiencestouch and teach our
humanness, but relational communionwith the Father restoresit. Theresultis
brand spanking new humanness, with the capacity and freedom to embrace
this“living likeyouweredying” journey. Throughit al Godissaying“Here's
lifemoreabundantly” and stuffing every singleporewithit. Alwaysenthusias-
tically reminding usof our true DNA and theman Heintendsusto be.
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“ Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in you?” 1 Corinthians 3:16

Because of that Spiritlivinginus, wearefreetoliveout thelifeHehas
designedfor us. It'salife of transforming power, enabling usto belike our
Father. It'sthe only life that worksfor usand allows usto love like anew
human being. Thisnew way God isdescribingisachallengingjourney for
sure, but now wegiveoff a* new humansmell” aswego aong. Travelingon
thisroad of “living likeyouweredying” requiresfour things.

* A Decision

“He must increase, but | must decrease.” John 3:30

Our plans, our personal agendamust giveway to His. It sabout taking
theattention off usand directing towardsthe Father. We are* son reflec-
tors’, reflecting thelove and mercy of God towardsadying world.

* A StrongBack

“1f anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desiresto
save hislifewill loseit, but whoever loses hislife for My sake
will find it.” Matthew 16:24-25

It'sactually all about winning, and gaining thelifewewere created for.
The new way to be human breathes purposein usand then hel pschange
theworld around us. A new way to be human doesn’t worry about what
they arelosing.

* A HumbleResponse

“For let thismind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
(6) who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to
be equal with God, (7) but made Himself of no reputation,
and took upon Himself the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men. (8) And being found in fashion asa
man, He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross.” Philippians 2:5-8

A new way to be human embraces humbleness. That embrace setsus
freeto do the Father’swill whatever the cost. We' re not worried about
what'sinitfor us.
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* A Good Imitation

“ Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children; (2)
and walk in love, even as Christ also loved you, and gave

himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for an
odor of a sweet smell. Ephesians 5:1-2

You should see my ol dest son Josh imitate me sometime, it'sfunny. Am|

offended by the show he putson?No, not abit, because of therelation-
shipweshare. He'snot doingit to bedisrespectful but it showsheknows
me. And that is what this Scripture is saying, because you know
Chrigt...imitate Him, loveandlivelike Him. It'sabout relationship! The
new way to be humanisawaysabout relationship.

Thesefour pointsshow why weneed to bein adaily state of new human
retooling, our blurry “ sdf-vison” needsclearing up. Thisinner transformation
alowsthesdfish part of our livesto bereworked by theHoly Spirit, making us
morelike Christ every day.

“Wherefore if any manisin Christ, heisa new creature: the
old things are passed away; behold, they are become new.”
2 Corinthians 5:17

“1f one first gives himself to the Lord, all other giving is
easy.” - Robert Harris

Denying oneself isapowerful agent of change. The Greek word for deny
inMatthew 16:24 isastrong one; it'stheword aparneomai (ap-ar-neh’-om-
ahee) and basi cally meansto disown oneself. So, denying “ me” isfully accept-
ingthefact that | am nolonger the center of my world. Inmy ownjourney with
Chrigt, I'm discovering moreand morethat fatherhood isso NOT about me!

What isit about then? Sacrifice? Surrender?Yes, but it smuch morethan
awillingnessto give up stuff, morethan just being obedient. Thisretooling of
theHoly Spiritisrelational and deeply personal. God isimparting something
deeper than aset of instructionsand alist of rules. He'scallingusto alife-
changing journey with Him and He callsusby name!

“ But now so says Jehovah who created you, O Jacob, and He
who formed you, O Israel; Fear not, for | have redeemed you;
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| have called you by your name; you are Mine.” Isaiah 43:1

Herethe Hebrew wordfor caledisgara’ (kaw-raw’) which means; to
call out, recite, read, cry out, or proclaim. The pictureisof aproud Father
caling Hischildren by name, reminding them of their security, their protection,
and their valueto Him. The Father makesthismoment adeclaration, aheav-
enly proclamation of distinct identification of usand with us. Throughout scrip-
ture He speaks of aglobal positioning with Him, the creator of the universe.
Thisisthenature of God—to beintimatewith Hiskids—on afirst namebasis
withal of us. Drawing usto Him, calling our name, grafting usonto thefamily
treeand declaring universdly, “you areming’. Aswewak inrelationshipwith
Him, our desirefor living like our Daddy becomesaliveand passionate. The
focus changesfrom “what must | do to begood?’ to “how can | bemorelike
my Father?’

“For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth
isnamed.” Ephesians 3:14-15

The Father names us; this acknowledgment by Paul —the writer of
Ephesians—should strike acord deep within us, waking usup to the promise
that has been reveal ed to us, the promise of being named into afamily by
Father God. Hisnaming principlenot only identifiesusasindividuals—each
withacertain gifting and purpose—but asfamily unitsthat increasethosegifts
into possibilitiesbeyond our imagination. Hisnaming usismeant to bring life.
Hiscallingismeant to bring life and purpose together for our benefit. Sowe
begin to understand our role, our place, and to recognize the scope of our
landscape.

| believethat aman’slandscapeisthe sum of themany tractsof land that
intersect hislife. Thesocia, emotional and physical featuresof our territory are
deep and varied. Partsof our terrain may have scars caused by many years of
drought and neglect. Perhaps, failureto plant and cultivatewisely hasleft our
soil fallow and dry. It becomesahard placeto see correctly.

A landscape by definition isan expanse of scenery that canbeseenina
sngleview. However, asngleview isincompleteand inadequatewhen it comes
to aman’ slandscape, that’swhy we need the Father’ s view. Seeing our land-
scapelikethe Father empowersand recalibratesour surveying skills. Theho-
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rizon, oncelost inthe haze of painand loss, isbrought to focusand we seethe
person God sees. We areva uablerea estate, bought at agreat price. Thisis
theway the Father viewsthelandscape of our lives.

“ But God, who isrich in mercy, for His great love with which

He loved us (even when we were dead in sins) has made us

alive together with Christ (by grace you are saved)”

Ephesians2:4-5

Hemakesusalive! Think about that for amoment. Maybethis Father
focused moment isabout discovering for thefirst time, just how much Heloves
you. Hewantsyou divesoyour lifemakesadifferenceinthisworld. Father
God wantsto rock your world with the knowledge that you matter to Him!
Truth is, there’'s moreto this story. You, the person He created you to be,
matter totheworld; your lifeisapowerful statement of who Godis. AsGod
restoresour heartswe can movein our world, asexamplesof Hisredemptive
power.

Grab hold of that power, et the awareness soak you, | bet you can’t stay
thesame! | know themuscleof thislovetransfusion, for it changed my orphan
statusforever. | am God'sson and that truth powersthepassionfor loving my
wife, for fathering, and al that | am. Personal experience and the memoriesof
an abusive father (More about this story in chapter 5) also add to the zeal
eguation. | know the pain of father abandonment, even though hewas still
living at home. The cycleof abusethreatened to scar the landscape of my life
with barrenness. Except for thistruth | discovered years ago, Father God
never deserted me.

“For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the
LORD will take meup.” Psalm27:10

“You have seen it; for You behold mischief and vexation, to
repay it with Your hand. The poor commits himself to You;
You are the Helper of the fatherless.” Psalm 10:14

“1n His holy dwelling God is the father of the fatherless, and
the judge of the widows.” Psalm 68:5
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Discovering that Father God loved meand that Hewould “takemeup”,
started something new inmy life. When God becomesyour Father, it changes
everything. It changesyour “ upbringing” ; your landscape! | can givetesti-
mony tothat fact. | haveawonderful marriageand seventerrifickids, my lifeis
blessed. There was pain and hardship but God was with methroughit all.
What the enemy meant for evil, God worked it out for good. Still, I know
some peopledtill strugglewiththeway they werefathered and with fedings of
abandonment or rejection. Thesefedingssometimescausearift between them
and God. For example, here’saquote from someone' sdiary, seeif you can
guesswhoitis.

“ Because | was forever smiling, people thought my faith, my
hope and my love are overflowing and that my intimacy with
God and union with himfilled my heart. If they only knew...|
feel that God does not want me, that God is not God and that
he does not really exist.”

Know who wrotethat? Mother Teresal Even that great servant of God
struggled with thelove of the Father inthe midst of her lifestory. Asl talk to
more and more men, | hear similar themes. It doesn’t matter where on the
journey with Christ they are; some have difficulty seeing Father God'sinterest
intheir story...inthem. They know they’ reredeemed, saved, born-again, but
knowing Feather’sloveand believingin Hisddight for them, well, not so much.
Thetruthisthat many menlivelike orphansinthefamily of God, instead of
living like sons. Being accepted by God is awesome, but to know you are
accepted because Father God lovesyou isahuge pile of awvesome! Thedif-
ferenceissmple, oneisan orphan’sviewpoint and the other oneisason’s.

“ See how very much our heavenly Father loves us, for He
allowsusto be called Hischildren, and wereally are!”
| John 3:1 NLT

“ And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of
His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. (7) So that
you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, also an heir
of God through Christ.” Galatians 4:6-7
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| know that sometimesour story seemsfaraway from ahappy ending or
anew beginning for that matter. Mayberight now yoursisfull of unpleasant
lines. Sorrow and pain arethe main chapter headersand turning the next page
isscaring you to death. Hereisthetruth that Father God wantsyou to know.
Nothing that ishappeninginyour liferight now comesasasurprised to Him.
He' salwaysbeeninterested in your story, whereyou arein your story, and
whoyou areinyour story. Thereisn’t apart that escapesHisfocusand plans
for you. Helovesyou right now, He sguiding youright now and He schanging
you, right now. Areyou afraid of afew blank pagesand |ost chapters?Who
isn't? Thankfully, we have an author for our faith story, onewe can look to
finishthat tale.

“ Looking to Jesus the Author and Finisher of our faith, who
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despis-
ing the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne
of God.” Hebrews 12:2

Father’s love focuses on who you are, not what you have done. The
challenge of fully accepting Hislovefor usinvolvesthe action of | etting go.
What arewe still hanging on to that blocks usfrom growing closer to God?
What arewedtill embracing that hinderstheflow of love between us?We can
choosetoliveasorphansor assons. It’sletting go of what othersthink of us.
It'sletting go of past mistakes, decisionsand failures. What about the pain
othershave caused us?Yep, it hasto go, into thehands of aloving Father. In
themiddle of adark chapter inmy life Father God spoke hopeand promise.
Surel endured abuse, pain and neglect but they did not author my story...God
did, through Hisson Jesus. The Greek word herefor author isarche gos(ar-
khay-gos’), which means captain or prince. That’s so cool to methat in our
story, our princedid come, and He haswritten Himself into our story!

TurfWars

“ The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to
destroy... John 10:10

Inthisstory thereisalso onemgor challenge; thereisan enemy after your
turf. He'sathief, he comesto rob, stedl and destroy. Hewantsto messwith your
landscape, captureyour territory. Listento thiswarning by Jesusin Matthew 13.
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(24) “ Jesus told them another parable: “ The kingdom of
heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in hisfield. (25)
But while everyone was slegping, his enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and went away.”

Theenemy doesn’t dwayswant to take ushead on; he'swillingtofight a
war of atrition, waiting for ustofal adeep. We can't dlow the enemy to plant
seedsinthe soil of our families. The enemy wantsaland grab, hewantsto
makeyour territory his. | liken*“deeping” hereto passivity and that’sanapwe
can't afford to take. Passivity isthetrait of remaining idle, and opposed to
activity. Listento thedefining words of passivity; they’ renot likely to stir up
anything.

* Apathy

e Compliance

* Fadiam

* Inactivity

* Indifference

* Liglesness

* Numbness

» Submission (thebad kind)

* Dullness

* Lukewam

I’ m not an engineer (that infoisprobably not surprising) but | found this
definitionfitting. Passivity (in engineering terms) —isapassive component,
depending onfield, may either refer to acomponent that consumes (but does
not produce) energy, or to acomponent that isincapable of power gain. Now,
| havenoideaif that’sagood attribute or abad onein engineering. | do know
that for aman, apassiveelement isdeadly.

“ Al that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men
to do nothing.” - Edmund Burke

| think that thought isexpressed in this Scripturein Titus; it’stalking about
Jesus, who showed how to confront passivity head-on.
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“Who gave Himself for us that He might redeem us from all

iniquity and purify to Himself a special people, zealous of

good works’ Titus 2:14

The Father started dealing with me about passivity with seriesof ques-
tionsthat took place over aperiod of afew weeks. You know, Father God
really knowshow to ask aquestion. When Heasksmeaquestionit’ salways
to get at something in my life. He knows the answer, so Heis not seeking
information. What ishe after then? | believe Heisgiving meaheart shake-
down, making me check out my heart fromtheinside out. Through questions
God causesmeto re-think wherel placeHiminmy life.

So oneday, God asksme:
Jay, what breaks your heart?

So, | sart to think and muse about the answer (because | want toimpress
God with agood answer) and afew dayslater Hefloats another one.

Jay, what makes you angry?
Ok, so now | havetwo questionsto mull over and they seem somewhat

connected, sothat’scool. A couple of weekspassand...you guessit, Heasks
meanother.

Jay, what gifts have | given you?

Now, | beginto think God isupto something (I'malittleslow) so | ask
God aquestion of my own...how many know that when you ask God aques-
tion, you better beready for theanswer?Well, likel said, I'malittleslow; |
asked the Father why areyou asking meall these questions?Hisreply wasin
theform of aquestion, and it stung sharply inmy spirit. The question opened
up my heart and reveal ed something that was painful,, but totally needed.

Jay, what's keeping you from obeying me?

WOW, that examination from God sartled me! | hopeyou seehow much
of achdlengethisistoal of usand how freewe can bewhenwefacethisissue
of passivity head on. One of the many problemsthisform of power failureis
theaddictionsit leadsto. Remember al those questions God asked me? Well,
they revealed an addictionthat | haveandit'sahugeone. Hint, it'svery smilar
toadisease| mentioned earlier.
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Thedraw isvery powerful...l amaddictedto ME. I’ m obsessed with my
wants, my desires, and to having my own way. Thisaddiction showsit ugly
head when | bow to the safety net of convenience or comfort; otherwiseknown
as"playingitsafe.” ThisisSOnot likeJesus! Therewere/areareasof my life
that God needed to expose. | had givenin; | surrendered to lesser thingsjust
because“something” (dreams, plans, etc) didn’t work out theway | hoped. |
used it asan excuse to become numbto God in those areasand | lost heart.
Thisiswhy passivity isso deadly; it causesusto settlefor lessthan God' sbest
for us. Thisdisease addiction combination fuel sthe powerlessstatereflectedin
many men’slives. Left untreated passivity makesyou lose heart.

Tolose heart means.
* You stop believing that you can succeed

» Toloseone' scourage or confidence

When welose heart, we feed on those words of passivity | mentioned
before and many more like them; they become our bread and butter. Your
heart grows cold and four dangerousproblemsarise.

When you lose heart, you losevision. When you lose vision, you lose
your way.

“Where there is no vision, the people perish; but he who
keepsthe law, heisblessed.” Proverbs 29:18

In Deuteronomy 1:26-33 thereisaprimeexampleof losng sight of God's
best and choosing something less. | srael wasonthevergeof enteringthe Promise
Land; balked at God’ plan and lost heart. They saw the size of the enemy
instead of remembering thesize of their God. Even when God promisesto fight
for them, | sragl became passiveintheir faith and it caused them to wander 40
yearsinthewilderness.

“(26) Notwithstanding ye would not go up, but rebelled
against the commandment of the LORD your God: (27) And
ye murmured in your tents, and said, Because the LORD
hated us, he hath brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, to
deliver usinto the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us.
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(28)Whither shall we go up? Our brethren have discouraged
our heart, saying, The peopleisgreater and taller than we;
the cities are great and walled up to heaven; and moreover
we have seen the sons of the Anakims there.(29)Then | said
unto you, Dread not, neither be afraid of them. (30) The
LORD your God which goeth before you, he shall fight for
you, according to all that he did for you in Egypt before your
eyes, (31) And in the wilderness, where thou hast seen how
that the LORD thy God bare thee, as a man doth bear his son,
in all the way that ye went, until ye came into this place. (32)
Yet in thisthing ye did not believe the LORD your God, (33)
Who went in the way before you, to search you out a placeto
pitch your tentsin, in fire by night, to shew you by what way
ye should go, and in a cloud by day.”

Afather can’t afford tolosevision, losing our way istoo costly. In doubt-
ing our call tofather we canlosesight inleading our families. Theenemy may
comeoff asal big, buff and nasty but we must remember dl thevictorieswon
andwho our Father is. Trusting inthe Father’s plan and the Holy Spirit’ sguid-
anceisessential to seeing ahead.

When you loseheart, you giveup dreams

InJohn 21: 119, after the death of Christ, the discipleswent back to
fishing. They gaveup dreamsof partneringin akingdom of freedom. So, they
went back to what was safe, what they thought they could control, but it wasn't
the same. Let’sread the account from the Message Bible.

After this, Jesus appeared again to the disciples, thistime at
the Tiberias Sea (the Sea of Galilee). Thisishow he didit:
Smon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed “ Twin” ), Nathanael from
Canain Galilee, the brothers Zebedee, and two other dis-
ciples were together. Smon Peter announced, “ 1’ mgoing
fishing.” Therest of themreplied, “ We' re going with you.”
They went out and got in the boat. They caught nothing that
night. When the sun came up, Jesus was standing on the
beach, but they didn’t recognize him.
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Jesus spoke to them: “ Good morning! Did you catch any-
thing for breakfast?”

They answered, “ No.”

He said, “ Throw the net off the right side of the boat and see
what happens.”

They did what he said. All of a sudden there were so many
fishinit, they weren't strong enough to pull it in.

Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “ It's the Master!”

When Smon Peter realized that it was the Master, he threw
on some clothes, for he was stripped for work, and dove into
the sea. The other disciples came in by boat for they weren't
far fromland, a hundred yards or so, pulling along the net full
of fish. When they got out of the boat, they saw a fire laid,
with fish and bread cooking on it.

Jesus said, “ Bring some of the fish you’ ve just caught.”
Smon Peter joined them and pulled the net to shore—153 big
fish! And even with all those fish, the net didn’t rip.

Jesus said, “ Breakfast isready.” Not one of the disciples
dared ask, “ Who areyou?” They knew it was the Master.

Jesus then took the bread and gave it to them. He did the
same with the fish. This was now the third time Jesus had
shown himself alive to the disciples since being raised from
the dead.

After breakfast, Jesus said to Smon Peter, “ Smon, son of
John, do you love me more than these?”

“Yes, Master, you know | love you.”
Jesus said, “ Feed my lambs.”
He then asked a second time, “ Smon, son of John, do you

love me?”
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“Yes, Master, you know | love you.”
Jesus said, “ Shepherd my sheep.”

Then he said it a third time: “ Smon, son of John, do you love
me?’

Peter was upset that he asked for the third time, “ Do you
love me?” so he answered, “ Master, you know everything
there is to know. You' ve got to know that | love you.”

Jesus said, “ Feed my sheep. I’ mtelling you the very truth
now: When you were young you dressed your self and went
wherever you wished, but when you get old you' [l have to
stretch out your hands while someone el se dresses you and
takes you where you don’'t want to go.” He said thisto hint at
the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. And then
he commanded, “ Follow me.”

They didn’t catch any fish, not one! Jesus shows up and demonstrates
(again) what was possible with Him. He feeds the disciples abreakfast of
bread and fish, reminding them of His care for them.
After eating together (again, everything donein relationship, Jesusrestores
Peter and themissionfor hislifeisreborn.

Dreamsarefragile; they can get broken easily on our journey following
Chrigt. Likethediscipleswetry to returnto something familiar, something safe.
Of course there are times when our dream takes center stage over God's
dream for us. Maybe our dream (or our part in the dream) isnot ashig aswe
imagined it to be (thedisciples question of whoisthegreatest?). Inall these
cases, losing heart isabig contributor. The danger isnot living thelifethe
Father intendsfor ustolive.

When you lose heart, you grow distant tothevoice of God.

You tend to wander or drift on the path of passivity. Hebrews hasthis
warningsgn.
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“ For this reason we must pay closer attention to the things
we have heard, or we may drift away” Hebrews 2:1

What have we heard?We have heard the Gospel and the truth of how
valuableweareto the Father.

These arethe wordsthat keep usfrom drifting and winding up on the
rocksof brokenness. We need to heed the signswarning us of the dangerous
currentsahead. Oneyear on vacation in Hatteras, North Carolinal put thisto
atest. | ignored the signsthelifeguards put up warning swimmers about dan-
gerousriptide conditions. Whilebody surfing | failedto noticethat | wasbeing
carried out to seg, | wasdrifting further fromthe shoreline! Thankfully, dueto
somegresat observation skills (1 turned and could barely seethe beach) andin
all honesty, the grace of God, I noticed my predicament way beforeit was
necessary for the Coast Guard to rescue my sorry butt!

Thedanger of drifting spiritualy isjust asdangerous. Losing heart makes
usloseinterest and wefail to notice how far wearefrom the Father.

When you loseheart, you surrender tolesser things.

You accept pleasure and distractions as a substitute for real joy. You
allow circumstancesto dictate choi cesand directionsinstead of your relation-
shipwith God.

| love the movie Braveheart and it once spoke to me about this very
subject (Don’t judge menow). In my opinion the movieisapowerful meta-
phor for spiritud warfare. You have William Wallaceleading the everyday folk
inrevolt against England, fighting for their freedom. Then you have Robert the
Bruce, theleader of the Scottish Noblemenfeding thetug of joining thefight or
staying the course of entitlement. Hisfather (dying of leprosy) kegpswhi sper-
inginhisear tobidehistimeto“riseup” but in reality iskeeping hissonfrom
becoming agreat |eader.

Seeing this movie makes methink how much passivity makesuslike
Robert the Bruce. We get dll inspired by aleader and want to run off and join
acause. BUT something remindsusof our holdings, theland and comfort we
possess. Webegin to believetheliethat the enemy istoo strong and it’ snot the
right timefor to be so bold. Wethink that if we' repatient, if webideour time,
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thenwe can overthrow theenemy inour lives. Thetruthisthat thewaiting, the
laying back, lullsustoinactivity and eventudly spiritud daughter. All wethought
we possessed hasactually faleninto enemy hands. Wedon't redizehow “ oc-
cupied” we have become. It isworse than the disease that waswasting his
father’sflesh; it’sthe decay of true nobleness. In the movie, the chance of
having their ownfreedomdidn’t motivatethe* nobles’. It meant risking losing
what they already had. Contrast that to this Scripturein the book of 1saiah:

“ But the nobl e thinks noble things; and by noble things he
shall stand.” Isaiah 32:8

A nobleheartisawilling and active heart, not one bound to passivity. It
rises, willing to stand for what isright. Staying the course, and surrender toHis
will are someof thetrademarks of anobleman. Onthetrail of obedience sons
reflect their Father’ scharacter, giving hopeand marking thetrail for thosewho
follow. How do wegive hope? By coming a ongside someonewhenthey’rein
need and hel ping. By allowing someone’'s voice to be heard when no one
wantsto listen. Wemark thetrail of hope by believingin someonewhenno one
elsewill, everything thefather’ sdoesfor us!

Nobility isindeed apositiond marker of whowearein Christ butitisaso
an action. Your No-bility, isthe power to say noto lesser thingsand yesto
Kingdomthings. That’stheinner strength needed in thefight for your heart.
Fathersneed to be noble men, if thereisawar for you heart; your children’s
heartsareasoonthehitlist.

How doweloseheart?

Theusua suspectsof discouragement, sickness, difficult timesand disap-
pointments can cause usto lose heart. Another way iswhenwe' reafraid of
making mistakes, afraid of our weaknesses being exposed. So, if wetakethe
path of |east resistance, we can hide. If wedon’t make ascene, if wedon’t
rock the boat and play it safe, if we don’t expose our sdif, if, if, if! WelF
ourselvesinto apassive position and theresult iswelose heart along the way.
It'slike hedging your betsagaingt losing.
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Therearetimesmy childrenwill try to* hedgetheir bet” withtheir parental
units. They will, onthe dy, ask both of usthe same question, hoping they will
receivethe answer of their dreamsfrom at least one of us. If by chance one
such unit saysyesto their request, in their mindsthey’ re covered! They go
merrily ontheir way; enjoying whatever clearancethey havewrangled out of
their mom and dad.

To“hedgeyour bet” smply meansto protect yourself against apossible
loss. Itisaterm commonly used in financial markets and the betting worl d.
Here' swhat | mean, intimes of economic uncertainty the expertsof high fi-
nance always recommend the purchase of precious metals, namely gold. A
gold bar or two, coins, teeth (well, maybe not teeth), investingingoldisthe
classchedge—financid protection—againg afaling market. A gambler would
probably say that wagering on severa horsesrather thanjust oneistheclassic
hedge—Dbookie protection—against having a“ bad day at theraces’.

We get this strange phrase from our old European friends across the
ocean. Theearly farmersof northern Europe planted hedgesto serveasfences
and barriersto their land. Over the yearsthe phrase cameto be usedin con-
nectionwith many different kindsof safeguards. Hedging can aso describethe
action of aperson trying to dodge personal loss by avoiding making direct
promisesand solid commitments. Thetheory isthat whilethey won't get close
to anyonethisway, they won't get hurt either. Ironicaly, it satheory that leads
to adeeper hurt and keeps onefrom becoming all they were meant to be.

Weloseheart when webow our kneeto:

» Falseexpectations—Hopingin thewrongthings.

Healthy expectationsfocus on truth and the faithfulness of the Father.
Fa seexpectationsare dangerous, for they feed onlies. They set usupfor
disappointments. In our journey with Christ they can create blind spotsto
the purposes of God.

A few yearsago | wanted to be on staff at alocal church, | thought God
wasleading meintothe ministry. Well, dueto somecircumstance (Don't
you just hate circumstances?) that plan didn’t work out. | grew very dis-
appointed and that lingered deep insideand | started to doubt the calling
onmy life. When | cameto my sensesand saw that my calling had more
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to dowithrelationship then position, | wasfreeto bewho Hewanted me
to be. My hope was now centered in Him and that made all the
difference.

“ God is faithful, through whom you were called into the
fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.”
1 Corinthians 1:9

» Falselabels—Believing people sdescription of usover
theFather’sview.

These make uslose sight of thefact that we are uniquely designed by
Godfor the strategic mission that only we can accomplish. Look at Jabez,
whose namemeansto grieveor besorrowful. Not exactly atop-ten name
inmy book but to God it’'sadifferent story.

“ And Jabez was more honorable than his brethren: and his
mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because | bare him
with sorrow.” (10) “ And Jabez called on the God of Israel,
saying, ‘ Oh that Thou wouldst bless meindeed, and enlarge
my coast, and that Thine hand might be with me, and that
Thou wouldst keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!’
And God granted him that which he requested.”

1 Chronicles4:9-10

The Bible sayshewasmore honorable than hisbrothers, so much so, that
God grantstherequest of hisprayers. Jabez livesuptothecalling of his
maker, not the meaning of hisname. When the Father callsour name,
thereisapproval, not shame; loving correction, not condemnation; and
acceptance, not rejection. God put out acall to Jabez, and it wasn't his
prayer that God found special, it washischaracter.

Thewholethingisasignificanceissue. Wetry to find significancein our
work, inwhat we do; evenintheway weserveHim. Real significanceis
found only inwho He saysweare. Whenwework or minister out of that
place, the importance is not what we do but who we arein Him. My
point, don’t accept fal se labels—Who people say you are, do whatever
God putsinto your heart! Accept and believe God'snamefor you, and
Hisroleasamanfor you.
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Society hastried to curemasculinity, tried totameit or defineit asbeing
unnecessary. Thisisanother falselabel that has caused mento loseheart.
When aman does not feel needed or important, something inside him
dies. Thetruthisthat our masculinity isrooted in Father God andinHis
love. Our masculinity isdefined by our redeemed heart and identity given
to usby theredemptivework of Christ. Wedon’t haveto be ashamed or
afraidto bemen.

Theenemy triesto haveasay inthisaswell. He camouflageshislies
about you ininnuendos, half-truthsand deception. You can et theenemy
put an ungodly spin onyour imagewith hisaccusations, and distortionsor
you can believe what the Father saysabout you. TheHoly Spirit comes
through big timeinleading usto the Father’struth.

“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the
truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but what-
ever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take
what is mine and declareit to you.” John 16:13-14

Everything the Father speakswill bethroughtheHoly Spirit and HisWord
anditwill bethetruth, al of it.

» Falsepriorities—Peoplepleasingrather than pleasing
theFather.
Trying to be someone or something you' re not instead of WHO God
madeyou to be. People pleasing, rather than pleasing the Father is
harmful to our relationship with Him. Thedanger isbeingadaveto
other peopl € splans. We could be worshipping at theatar of people’s
opinion, asad placeto be. Of course | need to remember that one of
those peoplecould be mysdlf. Thisisan easy way to lose heart and
wear chainsof manipulationfor alongtime. Thankfully, God hasaget
out of jail freecardand it hastwo sides.

“ It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep
standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of sa-
very’” Galatians5:1
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“ S0 whether we are at home or away from home, our goal is
to be pleasing to Him.” 2 Corinthians 5:9

Pleasing the Father istruefreedom...anything elseis shackletime! So,
how isanew humanto live? Thereal questionto ask isnot what would
Jesusdo?But rather what is Jesusdoing? It’sabetter question to focus
onif He struly diveinus.

“When our deepest desire is not the things of God or a favor
from God but God himself, we cross a threshold. Less self-
focus, more God focus. Less about me, more about him.”

- Max Lucado

That isapowerful statement! Thethreshold we crossover isfreedom,
powerful, relational freedom. Self-promotion, self- preservation, and self-
centeredness, dl fal away fromanew humanbeing. Youfinaly become...are
your ready for this? Yourself! You become the new human being that God
intendsyou to be; ason set completely free.

“May you choose life and love and truth with God's help and
become the Heavenly creature you were meant to be. “ Now,
with God'’s help, | shall become myself.”

- Saren Kierkegaard.”

What aliberating thought: “ And now, with God’'shelp, | shall become
myself.” Not what othersexpect meto be, not someunredisticimage| have of
myself. No, with God’'shelp | shall becomewho | really am. | will follow
God'svision and be me. What freedom! Not bound by falselabelsor false
prioritiesbut set free! Imaginewhat animpact that will have onyour fathering
whenthisbecomesred inyour life.

“1f the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” John 8:36

“ Let a man set his heart only on doing the will of God and he
isinstantly free.” - AW Tozer

| really don’t have to worry about “me” ... God has me covered. The
threshold we crossisfreedom...relationa freedom. Know what | wishfor you
al?Thesamething the Father wantsfor you, freedom. Father God wantsyou
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free, Hewantsyou whole and Hewantsall of you...and Hewantsall of me.
Thereissomething great insideyou; | pray that you never forget that! Father
God hasdeposited Hislifeinto you so that you becomea |l you' redestined for.
In hisbook Curefor the Common Life, Max Lucado saysthis:

“ Remember, no one else has your talents. No one. God
elevates you from common-hood by matching your unique
abilitiesto custom-made assignments.”

ThisdescribesaGod ordained freedom. That ismy prayer for you and
for me. Thegreat adventure of serving Godwith al wehaveawaitsus. It calls
to the deepest part of who we are and whispersto every corner of our heart.
Don't you fedl it tugging relentlessly at your sleeve? Does it wake you at
night...disturbingyouinarighteousway?If you' relikeme, youfed yourself
speechlesswhenyou try to put wordstothiscall...itishardtoexplain...but it
burnsdoesn’tit?My suggestion.....letit burn.

“| thought about my ways, and turned my feet to your testi-
monies. (60) | made haste, and did not delay to keep your
commandments.” Psalm 119:59-50
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1. Helpsustostand firm

“It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep
standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of
davery.” Galatians5:1

2. Helpsusto serve God

“ Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which
cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. (29)
For our God isa consuming fire.” Hebrews 12:28-29

Prayer

Father, | want to be free and completely yours. Help me
diveinto your will and plans for my life, trusting in you all
the way. | ask that you help remove the false labels and
priorities clouding my view...| desireto see with your eyes.
Amen
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